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RESTORING HEARTS
Malachi 4:6 (400 years between the Testaments and these were God's parting words)
I remember talking to a layman about raising children. We were in somewhat of a debate as to whether a child was affected more by the environment in which he was raised or whether his biological makeup determined his outcome. To my surprise, that layman believed that the environment a child was raised in had little to do with a child's final attitude and overall demeanor as an adult. In some ways I agree, for the writer Ecclesiastes states,
Consider the work of God; For who is able to straighten what He has bent?
I believe God has placed within us all a certain bent that is the place where we are gifted and from that emanates the things that interest us and we find a passion for. However; in contrast to the layman I spoke with some years ago, I believe our lives are adversely affected by the environment that we grow up in. 
With this in mind, listen concerning the childhood environments Dennis Rodman and Howard Stern grew up in:
1. They are both famous.
2. They are both rich.
3. They are both profane.
4. They are both rebellious
5. They are both rude.
6. They are both national role models.
7. They both appear in public dressed as women.
So what's the explanation for these two adolescents who are trapped in the bodies of men? The explanation for both of them is their father.
Dennis Rodman has not seen his father in thirty years. His father now lives in the Philippines and has two wives. By those two wives he has fifteen children. But over the years he has fathered a total of twenty-seven children. According to a recent statement in Newsweek, Philander Rodman Jr. stated his life goal: "I'm shooting for 30."
In a recent interview with Rolling Stone, Stern let his guard down: I will never have a lot of self esteem. I don't feel good about myself... I still have an inferiority complex. The way I was raised my father was always telling me I was a piece of [expletive], I thank I'll go to my grave not feeling very positive about myself or that I'm very, very special. My mother used to tell me how special I was. Every time I hear my mother's voice going, "You are the most special little boy in the world," Ihear my father going, "You [expletive, expletive], you are nothing but a
piece of [expletive]."
I am convinced that as a father you & I can make an indelible impression that will last a lifetime for our children and our grandchildren. Let me share, with our fathers, a few things that I believe will challenge you to fight the good fight of family.
I. Father's - Children Need Clarity
Henry David Thoreau wrote, "Rather than love, than money, than fame, give me truth." 
Deut.6:3 O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it,.
A. Josh McDowell completed a study of 3,700 Christian teenagers across America. These are teens that attend Sunday School, youth meetings and bible studies on a weekly basis. They describe their families as close, considerate and loving to one another. A vast majority of these teens say they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ. Let me read you the findings of this study.
· 74% say they are morally and spiritually confused.
· 55% have engaged in fondling breast, genitals, and/or sexual intercourse by the time they are-eighteen.
· 55% say they are looking for answers.
In the last ninety days:
· 66% lied to a parent.
· 59% lied to their peers.
· 45% watched MTV at least once a week.
· 36% cheated on an exam.
· 23% used a tobacco product.
· 20% intentionally tried to physically hurt someone.
· 12% had gotten drunk.
· 8%   had used illegal, nonprescription drugs.
· 65% of these kids say that they pray daily.
The most confusing part of these stats is that 2/3s say they pray daily. These are not kids that are against God or the things they have learned about God. How is it that these kids who attend church, Sunday school, youth meetings and bible studies are so spiritually confused? 
B. Children are living in a moral wilderness inside and outside the home. The children of Israel were facing the same things as they prepared to enter the Promise Land. The promise Land was filled with all kind of "ites." The Canaanites, the Perizites, the Amorites, the Hivites, the Termites? These were pagan peoples who worshiped sex. They murdered their children in offering them to the gods as sacrifices. They were shot through with venereal diseases and they pierced their body parts as symbols of freedom. God was leading His people to establish homes in the midst of these circumstances. Sounds like the same circumstances of our day. We are surrounded by godless pagans who worship sex, abort children, spread venereal diseases along with AIDS through godless lifestyles, pierce and tattoo their bodies as symbols of personal freedom.
C. How does all of this have to do with fathering and Fathers day. Moses was speaking to the fathers of the congregation when he said, "be careful to do it." You ask, "Do what?" Follow the commands and the statues outlined by God for Godly living. Giving your whole heart to God with nothing left in reserve. The concern of God in giving these strict commands was to protect the families that would be entering the Promise Land. It was filled with religious people that worshipped god. Not just one god but many gods. We have an epidemic of men in America that have not been careful and have started worshiping the gods of the land. 
Farrar writes,
Some men drive their gods and some men live in their gods. Some men wear their gods on their wrists and other men work out their gods two hours a day, every day, keeping their gods in~*top condition. Some have opted for the God of power, or the god of money, or the god of lying to get what they want. Every person has a god.
D. Clarity will come to our children when we decide that we are going to put away our golden images and abandon ourselves to God. When we decide to quit dabbling in the world and riding the fence. When we decide to worship the only One and true God. That is when our children will be seeing clearly the way to live.
II. Father's - Children Need your Time
A.
"Children spell love TIME."
B.
Pit Stop: There is nothing that can make the difference between winning on the track than a great pit stop. In NASCAR, 7 men make up the pit crew. When the driver pulls into the pits these guys jump the retaining wall in unison and the time battle begins. The gas-can man is at the rear with an eighty pound gas can filling the tank. The catch man then holds the can while the gas man retrieves another can for fueling. At the same time that the 22 gallon gas tank is being replenished the jack man is lifting the right side of the car. While the car is being jacked up the tire changers are removing and replacing lug nuts and tires from the front and rear of the car. As soon as the right side is finished, they hurry around to the left side of the car and repeat the process. When the car comes down off the jack the pit crew raises their hands signaling that the driver can get out of the pits and back on the race track. All this is done in the time of 18 seconds or less.
C.
Dr. Armand Nicholi of Harvard Medical School has been studying the father child relationship for years. He describes the national mindset like this:
Our society, especially our institutions-schools, colleges, corporations, medical schools and hospitals-all seem to view the family as a necessary evil. The implication is that you spend a certain amount of time with your family because it's necessary to do so, but then you get back to the work that is really important.
Another study, out of Boston, shows that Dr. Nicholi is right which found that in our country fathers spend on average 37 seconds a day with their children.
D.
We  have  to  many  NASCAR fathers.  They  think  that they  can accomplish fatherhood like the pit crew accomplishes pit stops. 
Every Monday morning they start their engines and go roaring off on the fast track of work. Most days the race is so intense and competitive that they don't even make it home for dinner. But sometimes after 7 or 8 that night they come roaring into the pits. These dads get out, say hi to their wives, gulp down supper, take a quick look at their daughter's report card, pat their son on the head, and say goodnight as the kids are going off to bed. And the average NASCAR father does it in 37 seconds. Then he jumps into bed, catches some shut-eye, and gets up real early and gets back in the race before the kids ever get out of bed. That's NASCAR fathering. It doesn't work, but it's amazing how many Christian fathers think they can make it work.
III. Father's - Children are Dry Copies
A. Chester Carlson invented the photocopier in October of 1938. It took him three years to perfect. For six years following he was on the pavement looking for someone to find interest in his new machine. He tried IBM, Kodak, and RCA but none were interested in his invention. Later his invention coined the name xerography, which roughly means "dry writing." Finally a company that eventually was known as Xerox bought the new technology and the rest is history. Today we enjoy nearly instant "dry copies" of our documents at the press of a button. In fact, most of us are impatient with this technology and wish it was even faster.
B.
God was the first to come up with the "dry-copy" idea not Chester Carlson. In  His creative genius, He "dry-copies" people. This is done through fathering. Some fathers have two, some have four or five, I have three dry copies. This brings new meaning to the phrase "Chip off the old block." Speaking of dry copies, listen to this story,
Tommy Bolt was a known years ago on the PGA tour for his beautiful swing and legendary temper. He was conducting a golf clinic one afternoon for a group of business people who had paid a lot of dollars to get some tips from Bolt. Bolt was showing them how easy the mechanics of the swing really were, and to demonstrate, he turned to his teenage son and said, "Son, imitate what I do for these gentlemen." His son immediately took his nine-iron and threw it into the lake. That's what you call a copy of the original.
C.
The apostle Paul said it this way to his friends in Corinth,
For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me. (1 Cor. 4:15-16)
Pastor are you trying to tell us fathers that our children are supposed to copy and follow everything that we do. Absolutely!!! Does that scare you? It should. They are going to copy everything that you do, everything that you say, every attitude you manifest. They are going to treat their future wife the way you treat your wife. Your daughter is going to choose some one that treats her like you treat your wife. They are going to attend worship with the same regularity that you have. They are going to tithe the same way you do. They are going to attend Sunday school and Wednesday night study and choir practice the way you do. Why? Because they are dry copies - copies of the original. 
In the words of Henry Ward Beecher, “It is not well for a man to pray cream and live skim milk.”
CONCLUSION
A group was going on a back country wilderness exploration in Canada. The people arrived at the outfitter's camp on the edge of the woods and spent the morning preparing packs and supplies for the long trek. But there was a problem. A member of the expedition noticed that
the guide lacked maps for the backcountry they would explore.
No maps! To make matters worse, no compass! They anxiously approached the guide with their growing worry, but he looked confidently at them and smiled. "Maps and compasses are not the way through these mountains," he announced. "I am the way through the mountains." (Anchor Man pg. 93 Farrar)
As fathers, we are the way through the wilderness of life.  and 
Things to remember and practice:
· We must lead by living clearly - showing where our true allegiance is,
· We must lead by giving our time.
· We must lead by living a sincere life from which our children can copy.
