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1. They Heard – 
· Jesus is recorded saying 6 times, “he who has ears let him hear...” This challenges a sensitivity to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
· Jesus said, “they have ears, but do not listen...”

He who has ears, let him hear.” The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in 
parables?” He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to 
them. Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he 
has will be taken from him. This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though 
hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “ ‘You will be ever hearing but 
never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 
with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ Matt. 13:10-15
· Paul asked the question, How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Rom. 10:14-15
· Let me ask, how many times did you hear the Gospel message before you listened to it?
2. They were Pierced
· You see the Lord explained that when it comes to His truth your ears are connected to your heart.
· It is no small thing to hear to hear the gospel message, but even a greater thing to listen.
· To listen, truly listen to the Gospel message requires that ones heart is ready.
· Illustration: 
Once a missionary told the story of Jesus to an Indian Village. Following this she showed the life of Christ in slides projected against the whitewashed wall of a house.
When the Cross appeared on the wall, a person from the audience got up and ran over crying: “Come down from that Cross, Son of God. I not you, should be hanging there.”When we understand, through the power of the Holy Spirit, what God has done for us—we are “cut to the heart,” and along with the folks witnessing the coming of the Holy Spirit of Pentecost we ask: “what shall we do?”
The world is asking that question today, and they are looking to YOU for the answer!
· The beauty of this passage is that the crowd gathered to hear Peter's message finally got it!
· The truth that Jesus was and is the Messiah they crucified hit them like a ton of bricks.
· To pierce means “to strike or prick violently, to stun.” Stanley D. Toussaint
3. They Cried Out
· Such truth was to much to take in.
· These were Jewish men who have been hoping for Messiah and to think they had crucified Him – their greatest hope caused unimaginable grief and desperation.
· But this is a proper response to the Gospel for anyone.
· When one considers the character of God
· When one considers the holiness of God.
· When one considers the power of God.
· When one considers all these things in relation to our lack of character, our lack of holiness, and our lack  real strength our response should be the cry of Isaiah when he saw the lord in the temple high and lifted, He said, 
· '“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” Isa. 6:5
· This is why a true glimpse of God can be dreadful, not that He is dreadful or the sight of Him dreadful, but to come to grips with who we really are which is only possible in His sight is a dreadful revelation.
· To this we must all cry, “what shall we do????”
· A Saint's Reply
1. Peter's Call
· You must repent.  Repentance... is a changing of purpose, a complete change of the direction one is heading and going the opposite way. A person who is truly repentant hates what they have done strongly. They hate sin because they know it to be an affront to God. False repentance dreads the consequences of sin while true repentance dreads sin itself. A person who is truly repentant forsakes their sin and turns and makes a total commitment to Jesus Christ. Repentance is an important and essential part of a genuine conversion. You cannot be converted without being repentant.
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· I liken this to the difference between actually hating wrong behavior and only being angry when caught for wrong or immoral behavior.
· I submit to you that there is immoral behavior and righteous behavior. 
· I submit to you that there is a way to carry out your life that pleases God and a way to carry out your life that displeases Him as well.
· I submit to you that there is a way to live that arises above the situation you find yourself in.
· Life is filled with situations that require an ethic that is beyond this world – an ethic that is divine, holy and righteous.
· Let is not be said of anyone who is a Christian, “well it just seem to be the thing to do at the time.” The Gospel holds us to a higher standard than situation ethics.  
· The thing to do at any time is to behave, think, and respond according to the truth of Christ's Gospel.
· So the clarion call is that repentance requires that we hate what God hates and learn to love what God loves. 
· Pastor what does God hate? Sin. Pastor what does God love? Sinners.
2. Peter's Promise
· What does Peter say will happen if one will repent?
· Their sins will be forgiven and they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
· Just as the prophet Joel prophesied about the coming of the Spirit, he also promised,”And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved;.”
· The Holy Spirit is given to those that repent as a free gift and through Him the benefits of Christ's redemption are ministered to the new believer.
· Peter's promise was also for succeeding generations, “your children,.” 
· Its amazing what happens when fathers get born again, it affects generations to come.
· Generations that are yet far off will be affected by our decisions today.
· As well in this passage, “those who are far off” were no doubt  you and I – gentiles that would receive the Gospel just as they did as the book of Acts progresses.
3. Peter's Warning
· Peter's call is no less truthful today and just as applicable, “Be saved from this perverse generation.”
· How do we know we live in a perverse generation? 
· Just as in the day of Peter, we have those that will not recognize the truth – recognize Jesus the Messiah sent from heaven.
· How's that Pastor?
· Anybody heard about the book, “Heather has 2 mommy's.”
· Anybody heard about the how the good people of California clearly voted down the proposition to not allow same sex marriage in their state only to have the perverse people there take the issue to court?
·  Does anyone remember the level of malevolence leveled at Mel Gibson while making and releasing, “The Passion of the Christ?” 
· Should there be movies made depicting, “The passion of Mohamed, the passion of Buddha, the passion of Hare Krishna there would not even be an eyebrow raised by the state run media. 
· Be reminded that we live in a world of secularists that will give a pass to anything but the Christian Gospel.
· Our Jesus, His Gospel and us His children are not just disliked, but hated, but do not surprised – Jesus said it would be this way.
· Peter says the only way to be saved from such a perverse bunch is to repent.
· A Striking Result
1. An Amazing Addition
· What preacher wold not love to have an altar call and three thousand respond to what essentially was a 2 minute sermon?
· It obvious the Spirit was moving and present there.
· This was like a Billy Graham crusade.
2. An Amazing Identification
· Just as amazing was the fact that 3000 were baptized as well. 
· This was no small thing for these were Jews and to be baptized meant that you were forsaking the former things you held to and now you are identified with Jesus Christ – you are now a Christian - you are now a follower of the one crucified just weeks prior.  
· This was risking becoming a family outcast.
· A Jew was not baptized only gentiles that became proselytes to Judaism were baptized. 
· Now the Jews were being baptized into the name of Jesus!
Things to Remember and Practice
1. When is the last time you heard to the Gospel and it pierced your heart?
2. Have you made and are you making decisions for Christ that will affect the lives of those far off – generations to come?
3. Will you pray that God by the power of the Holy Spirit will add to our number those that are being saved?
