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Introduction:

Humor: Years ago, Leslie Flynn penned a book called, Great Church Fights. In it he chronicled the way people in different churches would go after each other – all in the name of Jesus Christ. A young father heard a commotion out in his backyard; he looked outside and saw his daughter and several playmates in a heated quarrel. When he intervened, his daughter called back, “Dad, we’re just playing church!”
The huge redwood trees in California are amazing. They are the largest living things on earth and the tallest trees in the world. Some of them are 300 feet high and more than 2,500 years old. You would think that trees that large would have a tremendous root system, reaching down hundreds of feet into the earth. But that is not the case. Redwoods have a very shallow root system. The roots of these trees are, however, intertwined. They are tied in with each other; interlocked. Thus, when the storms come and the winds blow the redwoods still stand.

With an interlocking root system they support and sustain each other. They need one another to survive. So do we!
· A Diligent Church
1. continually devoting
· teaching
· "All authority in heaven & on earth has been given to me. Therefore go & make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit, & teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you." [Matt.28:18-20].
· We are to be a disciple making church.
· fellowship
· The Greek word that has been translated "fellowship" means far more than just meeting together, eating, & having a good time. It means a closeness, a sharing, a common bond, a feeling of togetherness, of belonging to each other, of belonging to the family of God.
· God created family so we could have relationships that become intimate so we could enjoy one another’s company and companionship. Have you ever noticed in the wild how they have swarms of bees, flocks of birds and herds of buffalos? In Atlanta  we have High Occupancy Vehicles lanes that get you there faster because your not slowed down by individual vehicles driven by individual people. On the Highway to heaven God wants you to travel in a High Occupancy Vehicle. When traveling in the HOV lane you pass up most of the jams you would have gotten into alone. The same is true when you’re a part of a healthy fellowship. 
· breaking of bread
· Yesterday we enjoyed the proverbial 5 loaves and 2 fish down by the lake side.
· The breaking of bread together for the early church was more than getting together and having a good time. It was for developing relationships and enjoying the common bond of Christian love and Christian togetherness.  
· That is what we do when we get together and receive a meal together as Christian people.
· As well we need to make sure we intentionally include others in our meals – new believers and new attendees to our church. 
· prayer
· Luke in his book named Luke parallels the importance of prayer in the life of Jesus.
· It should be noted that there are no less than 17 references to prayer in the book of Acts which assigns it as a top priority in the life of the Church.
2. conscious  amazement
· many signs
· many wonders
· Illustration: The pollster George Gallop did a survey of 13000 people in 130 countries. It is the only time he has taken a survey that could be considered more or less worldwide. It was a survey of people who used to go to church but no longer do. There were a number of questions in the survey. One of the questions asked, What would need to happen for you to return to church? The number one answer was “Passion in the lives of the members and leaders.” What people wanted to see was a fire. A zeal. An enthusiasm among Christians that made going to church meaningful.
· To the world around us and to those that would consider returning to church – a sign and wonder to them would be  that the fire of God and the presence of the holy Spirit is in our midst's.
· Just as miracles, signs and wonders followed the Lord Jesus proving that God was with Him.
· Signs and wonders followed the apostles proving that the presence of Jesus was with them by the Holy spirit.
· A Unified Church
1. common attitude  “...all who had believed were together...”
· Illustration: I want to ask you, “As Christians, what are we doing together other than meeting on Sunday?” Why do the geese get together before they head south for the winter (God made them that way, they do not think about it)? The geese get together because together the journey is easier.
     When you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in a "V" formation, you might be interested in knowing that science has discovered why they fly that way. Re-search has revealed that as each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately behind it. By flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock adds at least 71 percent greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own.
     People who share a common direction and sense of community get where they are going more quickly and easily because they are traveling on one an-others thrust.
     Part of being in fellowship with one another is making sure that we are going in the same direction and that we are flying in formation. Have you seen a group of geese heading out in all directions as they try to head south?
     Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it alone. It quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird immediately in front. When we fall out of formation with God, we also feel the resistance pull us down away from our goal of growing closer to Jesus. If we will embark on our journey to heaven together, the journey becomes easier.
2. common treasury “...and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all,”
·  Some have wrongly assumed that this is where the Bible lends itself to a socialized form of relating to one another. How stupid is that? 
· The Bible clearly states that they willing pooled their resources together to help with the pressing needs of the church community. 
· The communists and socialists in white House and federal government, I mean in the world among us will come and scavenge your bank account, confiscate your property, put you in jail – along with 100 other tactics of intimidation if you do not send in your local, state and federal contributions. 
· I wonder what the take in taxes would be if the federalists said well just send in what you can if you can?
· Bottom line is, we are called to care. We are called to share. God’s plan for His church is that we willingly, freely share of that with which He has blessed us in this life.
3. common focus & heart
·      ILL. In "Acts 29," Dr. Terry Teykl relates that one day the mayor of a small city was driving through the city square when he noticed 2 city workers doing something rather unusual. Along one side of the main street, they were working steadily. One of the men was digging a hole in the ground, & the other was filling it back up.
     After watching them dig & fill several holes in this manner, the mayor, somewhat confused, confronted the 2 workers & asked for an explanation. "Well, sir," replied the first man, "we work for the city planting trees, & usually there are 3 of us - one to dig the hole, one to plant the tree, & one to cover it up. The guy who plants the tree called in sick today, but," he proudly announced, "we’re here & we’re doing our jobs anyway."
· How easy it is to fall into the habit of just being at church, going through our routines with lifeless action. The believers here were going about their routines with gladness and sincerity of heart!!
4. common acceptance
· Simply put, the church found favor with the Jews – the churches ministry was directed toward the Jews as Acts begins.
· By the 4th chapter the church will begin to find stiff resistance from the Jewish leadership just as Jesus did.
· I believe there will always some that are accepting of the church, however; there will always be others that will be threatened by the church and will seek ways to silence and stop the church just as we see right now in our culture.
· There are forces at work right now that want to declare certain speech “Hate speech” under federal law. 
· Where do you believe the gospel of Jesus Christ will fall in this debate?
· A Steady Church
1. constant blessing
2. constant growth
· The stamp of God's approval on the early church was that the Lord was adding  to their number daily those that were being saved.
·  Gamaliel's instruction became prophecy: 
But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed them: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” Acts 5:34-39 
Things to remember and Do
1. A Diligent Church Illustration:Sam Walton founder of Wal-Mart had a pledge he made all his employees say. From this day forward if a costumer comes with in 10 feet of me regardless of what I’m doing in this place I’m going to look them in the eye I’m going to smile, I’m going to greet them with a good morning, or good afternoon or what can I do for you so help me Sam. Wouldn’t it be great if everyone in this church would make a good Samaritan pledge? From this day forward every person who comes within 10 feet of me regardless of what I’m doing in this church I’m going to look them in the eye I’m going to smile, I’m going to greet them with a good morning, or good afternoon, or what can I go for you so help me God. 
2. A Unified church We must be together in attitude – the best way to do this is to do all things without grumbling and complaining. We must be together in our giving – it is not right that a small percentage of the church carry the greater percentage of the financial responsibility. We must carry out ministries and resposibility with gladness and sincererity of heart.
3. A Steady Church  Folks I am praying for the day we see God move and ad to our number those that are being saved. The Bible teaches us that if we continue to cast our bread on the water it will come back to us. So Let us not become weary in doing good for in due season we will reap what we have sown. AMEN
A. What is fellowship? I am sure that you have heard this word from the pulpit before. Fellowship means “to have in common”, “to share”, “to participate for a common cause”.

1. ACT 2:42 And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

4. The geese because of their instinct given to them by God, get together and head south for the winter for their survival. As Christians, we need to get together and walk together, we need to spend time together and grow together. 
5. 1JO 1:6-7 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
6. The geese stay together and head south for their survival, we too must work together as one body for our survival.
7. As a church, each of us need to think of ways that we can grow together in Christ.
8. If we as people have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation and so will those who are headed the same way we are.
II. GEESE ILLUSTRATE THE CONCEPT OF SHARING THE WORKLOAD

A. I was taught a general rule regarding giving and getting work done in the church. 80% of the work and giving gets done by 20% of the people. This rule applies to churches who are not really growing, growing churches are active churches, the more people involved in the work of the church, the more that gets done.
B. What happens when 80% of the work gets done by 20% of the people? The people who are doing the work become discouraged and sometimes get burned out. (FACTORY BONUS SYSTEM EXAMPLE)
C. When the lead goose gets tired, he rotates back in the "V" and another goose flies the point. (It pays to take turns doing hard jobs.)
D. What would happen to the geese if only 20% of them would take the lead? The geese would not achieve their goal of survival.
E. Sharing the workload ensures that the work will get done. At Leonard we instituted a teacher rotation, it used to be that if you became a teacher, you were one for life, now other people are helping to see that our children are being taught the principles of the gospel. Sharing the work makes it easier.
F. The work of the church is important; we are building the kingdom of God. There are many of you with various talents that could enhance the ministry of this church, make sure that you use them. 1 Corinthians 12 reminds us that we are one body with many parts, if all of the parts are not working in the body, the body does not function properly. What if 80% of you car engine decided to quit working?
G. By instinct, geese share the work load among all the geese, as a church, we should do the same thing.

In Leadership magazine, Carl Conner writes about the dangers of standing alone. A few winters ago, heavy snows hit North Carolina. Following a wet, six-inch snowfall, it was interesting to see the effect along I-40. Next to the highway stood several large groves of tall, young pine trees. The branches were bowed down with the heavy snow - so low that branches from one tree were often leaning against the trunk or branches of another. Where trees stood alone, however, the effect of the heavy snow was different. The branches had become heavier and heavier. Since there was no other trees to lean against, the branches snapped. They lay on the ground, dark and alone in the cold snow. 

When the storms of life hit, we need to be standing close to other Christians. We need each other; we can’t stand alone.(Vol. 16- #4) 

Being in the community of faith is, however, not without its difficulties and frustrations, It can’t be otherwise since it is made up of sinners. The mark of community - true biblical community - is not the absence of conflict and difficulties but the presence of a reconciling spirit. In our humanness we all do things to rub others the wrong way and to offend. We all, at times, will be hurt and we will hurt others. Our old sinful nature often causes problems.

Our plight is not unlike that of a group of porcupines that the famous philosopher Schopenhauer once used to illustrate a point. A group of porcupines were marooned one bitter cold night in the middle of a large frozen field. There was no way to escape the biting wind. They could not borrow into the frozen ground. As they huddled together to keep warm, their sharp quills began to pinch and hurt. The closer they moved together, the more the pain increased. Some of the animals could not bear the pain and drew apart to sleep alone. In the morning they had frozen to death. 

In our humanness there are times when we hurt each other and the tendency is to pull away and go it alone. We must resist that tendency.

We were created for community. The journey of life and faith is often trying, difficult and painful. Discouragement. Relentless temptation. Debilitating sins. Doubts. Ridicule. Burdensome weaknesses. Heavy burdens. Unanswered questions. Rejection. Little wonder God has given us the family of God and the fellowship of believers. It is an absolutely essential source of strength and guidance. 
