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Introduction

I like one of the titles I read for this passage, “The Man Who asked for Alms and Got Legs.” This lame man sat and begged at the gate called "Beautiful." From historical accounts, we know that this gate was indeed an impressive sight. Much of it was made from Corinthian bronze. It was inlaid with ornately decorated gold. As the sun would shine upon it, its glistening brightness could be seen for miles. It's worth has no estimate. Yet, sitting under its magnificent beauty was a suffering impoverished human being.

One can't help but notice the contrast Luke seems to incorporate here. But it is for no reason, for Luke had a full understanding of the symbols involved.
· Be Aware
· Of the Path of Obedience
· The Psalmists wrote, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delights in his way.” KJV
· Peter and John were doing what came natural to them as believers – they were going to church to pray.
· Peter & John knew that the path of obedience was the correct one to walk.
· Peter and John also knew from walking with Jesus that this path would contain opportunities for ministry ordained by God.
· And so it was on that day that they came face to face with a lame beggar.
· What were they to do with this fellow?
· Illustration:  I recall another situation similar to this one. Anyone remember the story of the good Samaritan.
The priest and the Levite both walked passed the injured fellow who had been mugged and most likely a Jew. The third fellow that came by was a Samaritan whom the Jews hated and despised, yet the Samaritan showed mercy by bandaging him up taking him to an inn and covering all his expenses as well. 
· Why might you ask? Because when we have hearts filled with God's love our eyes are not to busy to overlook those nearby that are wounded and crippled by life and need our attention. 
· In obedience to God peter and John were carrying out their discipline to meet at the temple and pray.
· God placed this lame beggar in their path knowing that Peter and John would have a decision to make.
· So just as the Samaritan did Peter and John did – they were not to busy doing the Lord's work to stop and offer healing to the man lame from birth.
· Not that anyone here would think like this, but are you not glad that Peter and John did not say when it came time for prayer:
· "Well, we went last week, so there's no need to go this week."
· “Well we have already been busy at the church for that last few weeks it won't hurt to miss this week.”
· Well you know we have company in town so we are going to stay home.
· I wonder how many opportunities we may have missed because of things like this?
· Of Your on Helplessness 
· There are many similarities to us and this lame beggar. 
· We are truly lame individuals spiritually speaking.
· Without the atoning blood of Jesus Christ none of us will be carried to a land called beautiful – heaven.
· Of your Blessing
· Peter knew that the means were possessed to be a blessing. 
· I truly believe that on many occasions God desires that we stop asking Him to "do" all of the blessing, and expects us to "be" the blessing.  Sonny Thomas, Jr.
· God has given you the means to be a blessing to someone crippled by life's circumstances.
· Of Divine Timing 
· It is interesting that Peter and John noticed this lame man at the “ninth hour,” which is 3:00 p.m. 
· What makes that fact interesting is that it was at the “ninth hour” that the darkness lifted on Golgotha’s hill (Lk.23: 44). 
· During the three hours of darkness that clung to Calvary that day, Jesus became sin for all mankind. 
· At the “ninth hour” the darkness lifted, for Jesus Christ, the Son of God had dismissed His Spirit. 
· As God’s grace would have it; the “ninth hour” would be the hour a lame beggar would be delivered from the bondage of crippling paralysis.
· So the next time you are confronted with a situation involving someone crippled – whether it is physically, emotionally or spiritually don't walk the other way, embrace it – for it could be God at work.
· Be Careful
· Of what you see
· Seeing is really based on our attitude and attitude conditions our perception.
· The real issue here is this do you have a flat world mind set or a round world mind set?
· Story: In 1490 Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain commissioned a royal panel of experts headed by Spain's leading geographer and scholar. They combed through Christopher Columbus' plans to sail to the fabled Indies and concluded it could not be done. Subsequently, Columbus had a hard time financing his ships and finding a crew to sail “around the world.” For Columbus, the problem was that everyone knew the earth was flat. Fortunately, Isabella Ferdinand and Columbus himself ignored the experts. The Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Marie set sail and a flat world was found to be round. Impossible new lands became thriving and very possible places.
· Marshall Foch, Supreme Commander of the Allied forces in France in WWI, watched a display of the Wright Brothers plane and said of it, “All very well for sport, but it is no use whatsoever to the Army.”
· Benjamin Franklin was told by experts to stop all that foolish experimenting with lighting. It was a waste of time, they said.
· John Maxwell writes, when we become conditioned to perceived truths and closed  to new possibilities, the following happens, 
· We see what we expect to see not what we can see. 
· We hear what we expect to hear, not what we can hear. 
· We think what we expect to think, not what we can think.
John Maxwell
The Winning Attitude, pg 134
· What does all this have to do with Peter and John pastor?
· Peter did not just see a lame beggar that always sits and asks for money – he saw a soul that God loves and died for.
· Peter saw, not with natural understanding, but with spiritual vision filled with redemption.
· Peter's glance became a gaze because by the power of the Holy Spirit he left the flat earth perception and began to view others with a round earth reality that God really can make a difference in others lives.
· Of What you Might Find
· If your vision changes from flat earth to round earth things will be different.
· You will notice people and situations that earlier you wrote off as impossible.
· You know what God thinks of “The Impossible” - nothing? Because “nothing is impossible with God.”
· At least that is what the angel Gabriel told Mary when she inquired about her virgin pregnancy.
· Of what you have to offer
· There is an oft-told story of Thomas Aquinas when he visited Pope Innocent II and found him counting a large sum of money. "Ah, Thomas," said the Pope, "the church can no longer say, ‘silver and gold have I none.’" That is true, Your Holiness," said Aquinas, "but then, neither can it now say, ‘Arise and walk.’" 
· The apostles didn’t have silver and gold, but they had the power of God. What we need are not possessions, but power: Power to touch people’s lives with the presence of the living God; power to reach out to people and lift them up out of their tragic circumstances and give them hope and healing, friendship and fellowship.
· Sometimes I feel helpless when I learn of peoples situations in life. The helplessness comes when it seems if I could just give them the right amount of money it would fix their problems. But I have learned that money does not fix every problem nor will it ever. 
· Illustration: In my on life, I have spent money on trying to fix the depression that causes me suffering. This approach has helped, but it has not been the miracle cure. All I can tell you is that Jesus is the cure. So pastor He has healed you of your depression. Not exactly, but just as the Psalm says, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble. Psalm 46:1 
· And just like the song says, 
“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus there's just something about that name. 
Master, Savior, Jesus let all heaven and earth proclaim. 
Kings and Kingdoms will all pass away, but there's something about that name.” 
· In Semitic thought, a name does not just identify or distinguish a person; it expresses the very nature of his being. Hence the power of the person is present and available in the name of the person. Peter, therefore, does not just ask the risen Jesus to heal but pronounces over the crippled beggar the name of Jesus, thereby releasing the power of Jesus. And the power of the risen Jesus, coupled with the man's response of faith, effects the healing. Richard N. Longenecker
· So be careful to understand what you're really offering when you pray in Jesus name and speak in Jesus name, because the prophet Isaiah knew what would happen:
· "Then will the lame leap like a deer" speaking of the coming Messianic age (Isa 35:6)
· Be Accepting
· Of God's power
· Though man can make some things beautiful, man cannot make himself beautiful…only God can do that! 
· This man could have cut his hair, shaved, dressed up…but he still would have been lame.
· Like the misguided authorities addressing crime in our land, they say,  “we need more education!” Educate a thief and you just have a smarter thief. Now instead of stealing hubcaps he or she learns to embezzle and launder money.
· Same w/ us “cleaning up our lives,” no more cussing, no more stealing, no more lying, start going to church…but w/out the cleansing power of Jesus' blood coming inside to cleanse and forgive and save, we are still spiritually lame! 
· We don’t need reformation, we need transformation!
· Of others response
· Vance Havner said, "Some dear souls think them-selves dignified when, really, they are petrified. We have lost our leap." 
· “Erma Bombeck tells how she was sitting in church one Sunday when a small child turned around and began to smile at the people behind her. She was smiling, doing nothing else, not making a sound. When her mother noticed, she said in a stage whisper, ‘Stop that grinning – you’re in church’ gave her child a swat, and said, ‘That’s better!’ Erma concluded that some people come to church looking like their deceased rich aunt left everything to her pet hamster.” 
· I have witnessed new believers filled with enthusiasm and fervor over what Jesus has done for them only to see their new found joy stifled by other long time believers with comments like: 
· Its good to see your excitement about Jesus, but just wait, life will snuff out all that.
· Leaning over to another long time church person they say, “I wonder how long this one will last.”
· Last but not least, “How long do you think it will be until they become like us?”
· Let's forget these and use the words of Luke to describe God's power at work, “...they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.”
Things I want you to Do
· Be aware of the direction of your steps. Are they in the path of obedience to offer blessings to others at the right time? The psalmist wrote,”I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes.'; Psalm 119:59
· Determine, “Do you have a flat world mind set or a round world mind set?”
· Understand that no matter how hard we try to clean up our lives with does and don'ts, we are helpless, crippled and lame without the cleansing power of Jesus' blood.
· Offer them Jesus, not silver and gold,  but Jesus. Amen
