Luke 10: 38-42
Introduction:
· I’m a Math person…
· I’m asking you to bear with me today, it may seem we’re going on a merry-go-round, or a roller coaster, but I pray that by the time we are done the spirit of the Lord will have fallen on this place.`


The Work of a Host:
· I seem to take Martha’s side quite a bit in this story….
· Whenever somebody takes on the role of a host, with it they take on quite a workload, a tremendous responsibility, and usually a great honor of having a guest with them.
· Church hosted District Conference:
· Katie and I hosted Jim and Shelley’s family:
· Whether as a host or speaking of life in general, I don’t believe I need to expound too much on how much responsibility/work there is to do.
· Talking to Larry Kelly at the Church work day, I found he had a long relationship of work with the bushes in front of the fellowship hall
· Almost everyday I have people ask if I’m done with the house yet….  Uh no…
We know There is work to be done: We know Martha had work that needed to be done
· Martha Accepted the work that went with the pleasure of being a host, she knew all that would entail
· Look at the “Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard” … 
· Plenty of work all day long
· The owner went out three times finding labor
· When any of these men accepted work, they accepted the toils that come with it.
· God’s workweek: 6 days Work, 1 day rest. HE KNEW how much there was to be done! He also knew we needed time to Rest…
Workers are few. So the workload will be strenuous
· After reading the passage of Mary and Martha over, I found myself very empathetic to Martha’s frustration. 
· Part of my Job to make sure work gets done for the day, is efficiency, and ensuring that the employees working with me are sharing the burden properly.  
· While sitting with Mal Rowell in the emergency room I found that it is a common theme to be in lack of Good, consistent, hard workers
· We say many times over that we should Love the Sinner and Hate the Sin, so I’ll tell ya I’m an American and proud of it. I don’t believe I could Love being a part of any other Country as much I do the USA, But it rips me to no end of the laziness and selfishness that plagues a good majority of our Nation.
· I have been in the seat of attempting to offer Good honest work to individuals who seemed to be rooted in God’s word, and yet turn down an interview because it’s 
· not the type of work they want to be in
· too laborious
· or demeaning to their intelligence
· It seems that no matter how desperate our country gets for work, there will always be many who just won’t step into the field and work.
· Even as I was finishing studying and preparing for the sermon yesterday…
· Begging my computer …. WORK please just WORK with me…
· Begging my brain…. Work please just work with me…
There is Satisfaction in the work the Lord has given us.
· I believe I enjoy work because of the satisfaction that comes with it, I enjoy trim work
· The writer of Ecclesiastes says this “that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him-for this is his lot.”
· Now, I have said all this not in defense of Martha’s actions but again in Empathy of her feelings. It is my personal struggle in life to honor God’s command to “Remember the Sabbath and to keep it Holy” 
· Christ even constantly went off to pray…
· So Why does it seem that Martha’s efforts weren’t acknowledged, or appreciated? 
The Purpose of a Host:
· Distracted:
· The Scripture says that “Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.” 
· As much as everything that Martha was doing was necessary, especially as the hostess for the occasion. The scripture says that she was distracted by it.
· What does this mean? That even those things that are quintessential to our earthly lives can cause us to neglect something maybe higher than duty itself. Maybe. 
· Priorities:
· You see as complex as it all may sound and seem, we call this phenomenon “Setting Priorities”
· The November 1992 issue of Our Daily Bread published the results of a research study based on the happenings of the Average 70 year life span, the results are humbling…
· Sleep…. 23 years…. 32.9%
· Work…. 16 years…. 22.8%
· TV…. 8 years…. 11.4%
· Eating….6 years….8.6%
· Travel….6 years….8.6%
· Leisure….4.5 years….6.5%
· Illness….4 years….5.7%
· Religion….2 years….2.8%
· Dressing….0.5 years….0.7%
· Total....70 years….100%
· It seems the average person in our Christian Nation holds their Faith higher in priority solely to getting dressed in the morning. 
· 4 hours a week is still only 2.3% of our total week. So they are on the high side.
· I believe that our folly in life exists in what we believe are our most basic needs.
· I learned about basic needs pretty recently while wrestling….
· The air that I needed was more important to me than my pride of being beaten by a couple of young teenage guys.
· This is consistent with Robert Maslow’s model of the Hierarchy of Needs…explain
· But you see as much as it is true that if any of these levels of need permanently stop, the levels above it will collapse much like the parking garage in midtown, a basic need can be suppressed temporarily without any long term physiological or psychological effects. 
· If Jesus were to make a Hierarchy of needs based solely on this experience I’m sure that there would be one layer. (God) 
· If you don’t believe me lets flip over to Matthew 26:25. 

Making the best decisions: Right decisions vs. Better decisions.


Fortune cookie: Better is the enemy of Good



Translation:   Don’t settle for mediocrity.
Questions:
When is the last time you sat at the feet of Jesus? 

I didn’t ask how many Sundays or Wednesdays in a row you’ve been to church, or bible study, When was the last time you sat at the feet of Jesus?
Do you need this Jesus you claim to love and to worship?
