Last Minute Instructions (part2)
Joshua 3:7-13
Introduction:
Just Joshua said to the people, “Come…hear the words of the Lord…” Let me say the same thing today, “Come…hear the word of the Lord.”
· Words that Exhort vss. 9-11 “Come…hear the words of the Lord your God.”
· Tabling certain Words 
· The test all leaders will face is who gets the credit, the notoriety, and glory. 
· Some lead to receive all three.
· I love the old phrase from the old preachers prayer, “And Lord Hide me in the shadow of the cross.”
· Joshua reveals his humility of heart when he invites the people to hear the words of the Lord and shares nothing about the words God said directly to him concerning him and his leadership.  
· Instead of speaking of how God was going to exalt him  in the eyes of the people and prove that he was in touch with God as was Moses, he takes the opportunity to exalt the Lord and proclaim His greatness.
· He tells them that the living God is among them.
· This is the proper way of receiving complimentary words and phrases though – there is a life lesson here.
· When given a compliment or a great promise such as Joshua received accept it with humility and then immediately do as Joshua did – turn around and give praise to the one that has given you recognition.
· Don't brag to yourself or others about recognition or promise, table all such temptations – don't let such things go to your head -turn them around and give them right back. 
· This is how we receive things with humility, showing deference to others and especially to God.
· What was it that John said of himself and Jesus, “He must become greater; I must become less.” John 3:30 NIV.
· The living God will act 
· Why would he say, “the living God?”
· They were in and crossing over into a land of pagans and heathens that worshiped nothing but dead idols and false gods.
·  Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them. Psalm 115:1-8
· This struck me hard as I thought it through.
· The area it struck me was in our own culture where Political Correctness has become an idol.
· People who worship at the feet of this man made idol:
· have mouths but cannot speak truth
· have ears but cannot hear the truth
· have eyes but cannot see the truth
· have noses but cannot sniff out the truth
· have hands but cannot handle the truth
· have feet but run from the truth
· have throats but utter only dishonesty
· How else can you explain the injustice served to the victims of 9-11and the rest of our country by bringing Kalid Sheik Mohammad  to New York and conferring on him the status of citizen by trying him in our civil court system?
· How can so many who worship at the altar of political correctness stand about denying the thirteen killed and over 30 injured at Fort Hood was not a terrorist attack by Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan?
· How can Political Correctness not be an idol if now we are told to call The War on Terror an Overseas Contingency Force? 
· If I’m not mistaken, more Americans died on 9-11 than at the Attack on Pearl Harbor.
· The God of the Bible is the living God not made with human hands nor conjured up in the mind of man.
· He is the living God who acts on our behalf, for our good and for our eternity.
· He is the Living God who drove out the 7 pagan tribes from before His people and He will drive out the powers of darkness in your territory as well. 
· We need to pray that he drive out the forces of darkness in our own country!
· The Lord of the Earth
· Not only is He the Lord your God, the Living God, but He is also the Lord of all the Earth.
· Why does Joshua now describe Him as the Lord of all The Earth?
· Up until this point no one knows how they are going to get across the flood stage Jordan river.
· Joshua knew for he was there when they crossed the Red Sea and witnessed many other miracles.
· Now he calls out, “Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the Jordan.”
· Because He is Lord of all the earth – meaning the creator of the heaven and the earth, then there is nothing that can keep his people from the Promise Land – He can make a way.
· This Is My Father's World Hymn Maltbie Babcock 1901  
This is my Father's world, 
and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings 
the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
his hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father's world, 
the birds their carols raise, 
the morning light, the lily white, 
declare their maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world: 
he shines in all that's fair; 
in the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
he speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world. 
O let me ne'er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world: 
why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! 
God reigns; let the earth be glad!
· Words that Describe vss. 12-13 “…the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off…stand in one heap.”
· Twelve men
· You have heard of  “two men a truck”
· “Three men and a Baby”
· Now you will hear about “Twelve men and some stones.”
· Following the crossing of the Jordan, God commanded one man from each tribe take a stone fomr the river bed and to make a memorial of God’s miracle of parting the Jordan.
· Muddy feet
· God likes mud & dirt.
· He made Adam from what? The dust of the earth.
· When Jesus came to earth as a baby, He took on what? Flesh made from what dust of the earth?
· When the lady caught in the act of adultery was cast in front of Him, What did Jesus do? He scribbled in the dirt.
· When a blind man came to Him for sight, how did Jesus affect his healing? He spit on the dirt and made some mud and packed it in the ole boys eyes.
· When he was baptized, was it at a neighbors pool or bathhouse? No, it was on the river bank of the Jordan.
· Which means most likely, Jesus waded out to in the water stepping in what as He went to John? Mud
· So we can say He is a God with muddy feet.
· So in the latter days of the Exodus  again we see God in the mud. 
· All the priests had to step into the Jordan with the Ark of the Covenant, which was the very presence of God.
· When I think of mud I also think of the terrible trench warfare of WWI.
· So what does this have to do with you?
· Simple, He is not afraid to get his feet wet nor is he afraid to get them muddy. 
· You & I serve a God that will get in the trenches of life with you.
· It does not matter how deep in the mud you are , the psalmist said,
I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me and heard my cry. He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. Psalm 40:1-2
· You see His grace can lift you from the miry pit because to lift you He has to get in there with you!
· It makes no never mind which pit it is, He can handle any of them:
· The pit of despair
· The pit of depression
· The pit of pity
· The pit of substance abuse
· The pit pornography
· The pit of unforgiveness
· The pit of anger 
· The pit of bitterness
· The pit of bad attitude
· The pit of a bad marriage
· The pit of selfishness
· The pit of hate 
· The pit adultery
· The pit of sin
· There are untold pits of mud that snare us and trap us.
· He will get in there with you and help you work it out – He is faithful and true – and His grace is sufficient – His power can plant your feet on the solid rock.
Conclusion
1. The living God will drive out the forces of darkness in your territory if your willing to  believe He can.
2. The God of all the Earth can make a way when there seems to be no obvious way.
3. There is no mud thick enough nor pit deep enough with mud on the bottom that God will not get in there with you and lift you up and place you on the Solid rock.
